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only the representation of each presbytery by a lay leader as
well as by three ministers, but also the membership of laymen
in the constituent body electing representative ministers. This
participation by non-clerical elements was anathema to Charles
and Laud.
It was fitting that the responsibility of the bishops to answer
to this assembly for their misdeeds should have been the cause
of the breach between Charles and his Scottish subjects. 'If the
bishops3, said a Scottish peer, 'decline the judgment of the
national assembly, I know not a competent judgment seat for
them but the King of Heaven.' £I stand to the king's preroga-
tives', replied the duke of Hamilton, the royal commissioner,
'as supreme judge over all causes civil and ecclesiastical.5 There-
upon he declared the assembly dissolved; but it continued to
sit. It abolished the service book, the canons, and the Articles
of Perth, together with episcopacy itself. It re-established the
presbyterian form of government and declared that ministers
who were not sound presbyterians had forfeited their livings.
War was inevitable. To Charles and his advisers in London
the doctrine summed up in the trite phrase, eNo bishop, no
king', was fundamental. The bishops had become the great prop
of the Stuart monarchy; kingship by divine right could not exist
without them. From this point of view Charles was perfectly
right in accusing the Scots of a direct attack on his regal autho-
rity. On their side they were equally convinced that the general
assembly was the ordinary remedy prescribed by divine authority
for the redress of their grievances. Unlike Charles their leaders
could count on the whole-hearted support of most of the people.
The official apologist for Charles's policy in Scotland notes that
the common people were always cursing popery and bishops;1
it was clear that they had come to believe that these two were
one and the same thing.
Both parties now began to prepare for military operations.
Early in 1639 Alexander Leslie, a veteran of the Thirty Years
War, was appointed commander-in-chief in Scotland and
succeeded in enlisting under his banner a considerable number
of his old comrades in arms. With the nucleus of a military
force thus ready at hand, it is not surprising to read, 'We are
busy preaching, praying, and drilling.9
Matters did not go so smoothly for Charles.  Without the
* Large Declaration, pp. 86, 105, 117.

